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With Our Lady

Sr. Yoshiko Kajino

In the Gospel of Luke, 2:51, we find the following words: “His mother treasured all these things in her heart.”
(New Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition translation; the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition has
“kept all these words”). Consider the words: “His mother treasured all these things in her heart.” (“Treasured” has
the meaning of preserving it carefully, cherishing it, respecting it, and exalting it.)

Mary, who received a visit by angel Gabriel, may not have fully understood the words of God. It is
impossible for humans to fully understand all of God's thoughts. We also look back on the past and sometimes
remember that an encounter with one person that led us to an encounter with God. This is because it gradually



becomes clear, which is what is meant by “kept it in her heart.” Each person has their own limits. How we deal
with these limitations is a decisive factor in our life. By “keeping it in her heart,” Mary began her path to
overcoming those limits.

To truly understand God's words, it is necessary to “keep them in mind as a treasure” and keep them burning.
The “words” of Jesus that Mary and Joseph did not understand and “these things” that Mary kept in her heart are
translations of the Greek word “rhema” (pfjpa). “Rhema” means “utterance” or “words,” as well as “thing said.”
“Words” are shown to people through “events.” Experiencing these will deepen your understanding. To truly
understand God’s words, we need to keep them in mind and keep burning to understand.

The Blessed Virgin Mary keeps (treasures) the words and events. I would like to emulate Mary. Even if the
words or deeds come from the mouths of others, or they are not understood at the time or even seem unreasonable,
we may be able to move from our “nature” as human beings to glimpsing the “nature” of God when we keep
burning to understand God’s words, like Mary. By looking to God, believing in Jesus Christ, and keeping this as
an important treasure in our hearts, we may be able to stay in the Father’s house with a “childlike understanding.”
Living with Mary, following her example, I want to learn to live with the same trust as our Lady.
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NOTICE!
Because of the coronavirus, this issue of Shalom includes information for May and June.
We ask for your understanding.
If changes are made in the schedule of Masses from those provided here, they will be
announced. Please check the Parish Homepage.




